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as  to ld  to  Bob  L indseY

I wen! to Bantam 

-as 

a common 
"f lunky" '  I  vorked my vay up

throush machines'" ;"'"";""1 ;"::::: "::f 
"ll":::::t::::"tt '

f i r s b  a i d ,  r h e  h o s p l t a l ,  p o l i c e  f o r c e '  
" " - " ; ; ; r .  H e  w o r k e d  f i r s t

depar imen ts '  Che t  Henph l i ng  d id  the  same lh ing '  He  worked

on t t le assembly " t ' "1- ' '  'nut '  he was put in ct large of the assenbly

l i ne -  F rom the re  n " ' " "=  moved  to  ch ie f  i nspec to r '  When  che t  was

moved  !o  i nspec to r  na rpn  tu rne r  was  pu t  i n  cha rge  o f  t he  assenb ly

l l n e .  , ^ L ^ ^ . r  i  n . ,  t o  p r e p a r e  m e  f o r  a n y L h i n g  r

ll"' ;:1,;: ;::' ;:::::":':::1 ""i:: :-' :#xru.: ;::::-" ::' ::
boy" .  rhe  wav  tha t  happened  l ' as  th i s '  

: #  ; ; "  ; ; i on  wou ld  come

l i ke  a  b ig  happv  ' . - ; ; ; : -  He  vas  a f ra id  tha t  l he  un ion  l rou l

i n  and  l ake  ove r '  ; ; ;  f ound  ou t  t ha t  r  r rad  been  in  a  dance  band

a n d  a s  w e  t a l k e d '  ' " . " * " U  h i r n  i f  I  c o u l d  s l a r t  o n e '  H e  s a i d '  " G o

ahead t  
r r  I  pos ted  "  t ; ; "  ou ts ide  my  o f f i ce  v indow ask ing  fo r

vo lun lee rs '  sopp r i t i " n " '  '  r ece i ved  a  g rea t  response '  I  bough t

an  o l -d  p iano '  and  we  h ta  g ' " - t  success  and  a  g reaL  L lme '

Ano the r  t h ing  I  d id  vas  to  s ta r t  an  a th le t i c  c lub '  we

p tayed  so f i ba r r '  "  ; " ; "d  and  p layed  baske tba l t '  A t  ch r i s tnas

rime, ve handed "";""';" ."1 o"::":"-^::,t:;:::l?."'llll*1"-r,.

I lli ; J' "" i:::: ;::': li{*:+j:H "' ::"' : i: ;' ̂")l'P;u'ry'
; " : ; " ,  a  f a rm.  He  h i r6d  B i r l  M i t che r r  

. - -  
b le  i n  
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F inn ,S  i dea  1 l t as  a  success  because  1

a l I  L h o s e  Y e a r s '

l ' Iost  PeoPIe

that we Produced

JeePS r  l r a  i  l q r s  '

have no idea of the number of

i n  a t l  t hose  Years  o the r  t han

ar,- - v{hen Harry Yilft 
"ulnt '

---

d i f f e ren t  t h ings

the  Aus t i ns  '  Ban tams  '

t hey  go t  i n lo  r  ac  i ng



eng ines .  M i11e r  was  an  acconp l i shed  race  d r i ve r  '  He  had  won

some o f  t he  ma jo r  races  o f  t ha t  day .  Ban tam even  h i red  some

o f  t h e  m a j o r  e n g i n e  s p e c i a l i s l s .  o f f e n h i z e r  a n d  D e  P o l o  w e r e  t w o

tha t  I  r emember .  I  r emember  Ban tam bu i l d ing  t r ' r o  race rs  fo r  Gu l f

Research r  i n  P i l t sbu rgh .  I  he lped  b reak  i n  some o f  t he  race rs .  1

2  o to . r .  t hem a round  in  c i r c les  fo r  hou rs .

b o a t  r a c i n g  e n g  i n e s

1^rhee1 dr  ive Cord .

M i l l e r  e v e n  b u i l t  s p e c i a l

a lways  d rove  a  b ig  f ron t

I  kno r , /  some o f  t he  d i f f e ren t  p roduc ts  because  o f  t he  na tu re

o f  t he  j ob ,  I  was  ab le  to  go  to  a l l  o f  t he  depar tmen ts .  Be fo re

and  du r ing  the  war ,  t he  d i f f e ren t  depar tmen ts  were  sea led  o f f  by

w i r e  g a t e s .  E a c h  d e p a r t m e n t  w o r e  a  d i f f e r e n t  c o l o r e d  t a g .  T h e

U . S .  G o v e r n m e n t  e v e n  h a d  a n  F . B . I .  m a n  t h e r e  ! o  c h e c k  o u t  t h e

p e r s o n n e l .

Ano the r  p roduc t  mos t  peop le  don ' t  know abou t  i s  t he  rad ia l

eng ine  we  bu i l t  f o r  t he  B r i t i sh .  The  eng ine  d rove  to rpedoes .  ou r

eng ines  were  i n  t he  to rpedoes  tha t  de fea led  the  German  f l ee t  i n  t he

N o r l r h  S e a .  W e  h a d  a  h u g e  c e l e b r a t i o n  a t  t h e  p l a n t  a f t e r  t h a t  a 1 l i e d

v i c to . r y .  we  a l so  rece i ved  the  , ' v I cToRY E"  award  fo r  war t ime  e f f i c i enc

We made  s t ru t s  by  the  hundreds  fo r  t he  Repub l i c  D ive  Bombers .

The  B r i t i sh  had  th ree  i nspec to rs  a t  t he  fac to ry  to  i nspec t

the  to rpedo  eng ines .  A t  t he  same t ime ,  t he  Russ i .ans  had  th ree

i n s p e c t o r s  i n  t h e  J e e p  a s s e m b l y  a r e a .  A 1 1  t h r e e  R u s s i a n s  c o u l d

speak  Eng l i sh ,  bu t  on l y  one  was  a l - I owed  to  ta l k  t o  us .

w e  h a d  t o  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p l a n t s  t o  i n i t i a t e  t h e  i d e a  o f

t h e  c a m p e r  b r a i l e r .  I  t o o k  o n e  t o  S l i p p e r y  R o c k  C r e e k  f o r

p r o m o t i o n a l  p i c t u r e s .  I  t o o k  m y  o w n  r i f l e s ,  f i s h i n g  t a c k l e ,  l a n t e r n s

e tc .  t o  make  i t  l ook  l i ke  a  camp ing  scene .

I  have  though t  and  wondered  ove r  t he  yea rs  why  ou r  p lan t  f a i l ed '

I  can  hones t l y  say  tha t  I  don ' t  knov .  A11  the  l i t e ra tu re  on  the

Jeep ,  f o r  i ns tance ,  say  tha t  we  cou ld  no t  run  the  number  o f  Jeeps

tha t  t he  gove rnmen t  wan ted .  Bu t  no  ma t te r  vha t  t hey  wr i t e ,  wE  D ID

run lhe number per day to meet government denands !  Ou hrorkmanship

and  ou r  p roduc ts  were  improv ing  each  yea r .  We  had  exce l l en t  i deas

I  remember  M i  11e r



bu t  t hey  seemed  to  fade  ou t  o f  ex i s tance .  I ' ve  hea rd  rumors

t h a t  R o o s e v e l t ' s  r e l a t i v e s  w e r e  b i g  w h e e l s  a t  W i 1 l y ' s '  b u t  n o

o n e  e v e r  p r o v e d  i t '  a n d  I  r e a 1 1 y  c a n ' t  s a y .  I  d o n ' t  k n o w .

r/\M

I  d o  t h i n k  a s  h i n d - s i q h t  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e o t t e n

involved 
-T

e  t ra i l e rs .  The  L i t t l e  ca r  r4 ras  the  ca r  o f

f  u tu re . .  we  shou ld  have  con t i nued  to  make  the  sma l l  ca r .  I  vas

no l r  l oca ted  i n  t he  o f f i ce  where  o f f i c i a l  bus iness  t ransac t i ons

were  t , ak ing  p1ace ,  so  I  had  no  i ns ide  t rack  on  wha t  was  happen ing .

I  kep t  my  Ban tam runn ing  by  hav ing  two  eng ines .  I  wou ld  run

one  un t i l  i t  s ta r ted  ra t t l i ng .  I  wou ld  then  rep lace  i t  r ^ r i t h  t he

good  one .  I  wou ld  then  then  take  the  o the r  one  back  to  the  p lan t

and  have  i t  r eworked  on  the  l i ne '  I  go t  so  tha t  I  cou ld  change  an

e n g i n e  i n  a  m a t t e r  o f  m i n u t e s .  I  w o u l d  t a k e  t h e  r e b u i l t  o n e  b a c k

t o  m y  g a r a g e  t o  v a i t  u n t i l  l - n e e d e d  i t  a g a i n .

f  r t o rked  a t  Ban tam un t i l  somewhere  be tween  1947  o r  48

r^ /hen  F inn  h i red  tha t  , ,  l i t t l e  bas ta rd , ,  as  p lan t  manaEer  : .

renember  h i s  name.  wha t  b roke  the  s t raw  l t as  th i s .  F inn  had  asked

me to  go  to  the  fa rm l l o  do  someth ing .  I  can ' t  r emember  now wha t

tha t  \ {as .  wh i l e  I  vas  gone  the  p lan !  manager  came look ing  fo r

me ,  and ,  o f  cou rse  '  I  'was  gone .  When  I  go t  back  he  j umped  a l l  ove r

me .  I  t o ld  h im  tha t  I  had  been  work ing  fo r  F inn  a t  t he  fa rm,  and

maybe  he  had  be t te r  check  w i th  F inn  i f  he  had  any  ques t i ons .  He

to td  me  he  was  boss  and  he  d idn ' t  need  to  check  w i th  F inn .

Len  Smi th ,  a  f r i end  o f  m ine ,  was  p lann ing  to  open  a  spo r t s

s lo re  and  needed  a  bus iness  manager .  I  had  ah tays ,  as  fa r  back  as

a  k i d , w a n t e d  t o  r u n  a  s p o r t s  s t o r e .  I t  f i t  i n t o  m y  p l a n s  s o  l  t o l d

Len  tha t  I  $ tou ld  work  the  s to re .  Abou t  t h ree  days  l a te r '  F inn

came in  and  asked  why  I  had  qu i t .  I  t o ld  h im ,  and  he  sa id ,  "Why

d idn ' t  you  come and  te l l  ne?"  He  wan ted  me  to  re tu rn  to  Ban tam.

I  t o ld  h im  tha t  I  was  to ta l l y  f ed  up  v i t h  t he  man ,  and  I  no l '  had

a  commi t rnen t  t o  Len  tha t  I  cou ldn ' t  b reak .  F inn  s to rmed  ou t ,  and

peop le  a t  t he  p lan t  t e l l  me  tha t  t he  p lan t  nanager  wa l - ked  ou t  t ha t

I  l e f t

I  c a n ' t
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to  go  home tha t  even rng  w i th  h i s  t oo l  box  ove r  h i s  shou lde r .
The  spo r t s  shop  , r vh i ch  was  l oca ted  on  Sou t ,h  l i a i i . l  S t ree t ,b . rough t .  ano the r  ch i l dhood  d ream in to  ex i s tence .  f  had  a lwaysbeen  in te res ted  i n  t he  ham rad io .  A t  one  t ime ,  I  owned  therad io  t ransmi t te r  f rom the  KDKA a i rp lane .  r  even  checked  wr , t , hH ikam F ie ld  i n  pea r l  Ha rbo r  t he  day  the  Japs  a t tack .  The re  wasa  Bu t le r  f am i l y  t ha t  had  a  son  ove r  t he re .  f  go t  an  ans l re r  backthe  nex t  day  tha t  he  r4 ras  o .k .  When  te lev i s ion  came ou t ,  RcAwan ted  a  dea le r  i n  Bu t l e r .  I  became one  o f  t he  f i r s t ,  RCA dea le rsi n  B u t l e r .  I  w a s  f i n a l l y  s c a r e d  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s  w h e n  K _ M a r tc a m e  t o  B u t l e r .  f  c o u l d n , t  c o m p e t e  v i t h  t h e i r  p r i c e s .  f  c a n , tremember  the  yea r .

A  funny  th ing  happened  to  me  nex t .  f  wen t  t o  c lade  Lake  torun  the  concess ion  a t  t he  l ake .  f  no  sooner  go t  t he re  than  thes ta r re  dec ided  tha t  t he  f i sh  had  been  in  the  l ake  so  10ng  tha t  t he i rg rowth  r4 ras  s tun ted .
Firsr with no warer l :" : , . : ' : : ; : :  :T : : : :  ; i :"- ; : ' : :" ; ' i , ' : ; . . ; : :" , ,
r t  a l m o s t  f i n a n c i a l l y  r u i n e d  m e .

My  nex t  emp loymen t  vas  w i t . h  t he  Bu t l e r  A rea  Schoo l  D is t r i c t .I  became the  Ass i s tan t  Super in tenden t  o f  Ma in ta inence .  My  bossr r tas  Ed  Hogan .  I  had  cha rge  o f  a I1  the  cus tod ians  as  we l l  as  thea l l  l he  e lec t ron i cs  i n  t he  schoo l  d i s t r t c t .  The  Bu t le r  Schoo lD i s t r i c t  e x t e n d s  a b o u t  7 4  m i l e s  a r o u n d .
I  r e t i r e d  i n  1 9 6 5  f r o m  t h e  s c h g o l  d i s t r i c t .
f  had  been  a  depu ty  game warden  f rom 1946  un t i l  I  was  re t r red, I u  l y  I ,  1 9 8 0 .
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